424. THE CAPE LICENCES ACT

From the Gape Government Gazette of the 21st inst, we notice that
the Gape Licences Bill has become an Act of Parliament and henceforth
Indian traders, as indeed all other traders, will come under its operation.
The Bill has undergone so many alterations that it is no longer possible
to detect the original measure in the Act. In some respects it is undoubtedly
harsh, The right of appeal to the Supreme Court has not been definitely
taken away, but it is a moot question whether the decision that may be given
by the Licensing Boards will be capable of being reviewed by the Supreme
Court. Moreover, the safeguard that was left to intending applicants
by the original Bill, by way of securing the consent of a majority of rate-
payers, has been taken away. At the same time, the requirement as to
the books being kept in English has been removed. We, however, never
attached any importance to the clause; it was harmless, and we may here
point out that, although there is nothing stated as to the keeping of books,
it will be quite proper for the Municipal authorities to decline to grant
licences if the applicants could not shew to their satisfaction that they
are able to keep an intelligible record of their transactions. We have
always recognised as legitimate a well-regulated control over trading
licences. We, therefore, think that the Act should receive a fair trial.
Much will, however, depend upon the manner [in] which the Licensing
Boards will use their newly acquired powers. In the words of the late
Mr. Escombe, we trust that, having received "a giant's strength", they
will not use it as giants, but temper justice with mercy.

Indian Opinion, 1-9-1906

425. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL GANDHI
P. 0. Box 6522,
JOHANNESBURG,
August 27, 1906
MY DEAR GHHAGANLAL,
I am sending you three leading articles to-night; that about Dadabhai1
will of course occupy the first place, the second should be that about Johan-
nesburg2 and the third, the Colonial-born Indians, Note3. I am too ex-
hausted to give you more although I have a lot to write upon, nor have
I the time, but I may be able to send an article or two to-morrow. They
will reach you on Thursday. It is now nearly five o'clock; I shall try
1 Vide "Long Live the Grand Old Man5', p. 403.
2 Vide "Abominable!", pp. 404-5..
3 Vide "Colonial Indians, Notel", p. 405.